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 Thank you for downloading the Exit 

Review tool. We created a flow chart based 

on building and fire codes to determine if 

more than one exit is required.

 This flowchart will walk you through 

the different conditions that you might 

encounter. If you are fortunate to only have 

full floor or multi-floor clients that never take 

a small suite of space, this tool will not be 

applicable. If you do look at small suites 

with your clients, this is a great resource to 

help determine when more than one exit is 

required by code. 

 We originally created this tool to 

help the new members of our staff learn 

these important exiting factors when space 

planning. It’s not fun to have to completely 

redo a space plan because you didn’t realize 

it needed a second exit. Or worse, you need 

the second exit and the suite location does 

not allow for it.

 Here’s the quick rule of thumb at 50 

occupants you need a second exit. In an 

office suite, the square footage rule of thumb 

is 5,000 USF. In a retail suite, the square 

footage rule of thumb is 1,500 USF. For a 

conference or training room, the square 

footage is 750 USF.  This does not cover all 

of the possibilities, but it’s a good start. 

Remember, we are always 

happy to help you.

ABOUT THE FIRE EXIT FLOW CHART



Are two fire exits greater 

than 1/2 the longest 

diagonal distance apart?

Are two fire exits greater 

than 1/3 the longest 

diagonal distance apart?

Are there any dead end 

hallways or corridors 

longer than 20 ft?

SEPARATE SPACE INTO TWO 

SUITES WITH DEMISING WALL 

RATED ACCORDING TO BUILDING 

CODE REQUIREMENTS

Are there any dead end 

hallways or corridors 

longer than 50 ft?

 SWING DOORS OUT

Exit Review
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Is the space 

sprinklered?

Is occupancy 

500 or less?

Is occupancy 

1000 or less?

Is the exit 

Travel Distance 

less than 75'-0"?

Is the exit

 Travel Distance 

less than 100'-0"?

Does the exit pass through 

a kitchen, storage room, 

file room, or closet?

AT LEAST TWO EXITS 

ARE REQUIRED

FIRE CODE 

COMPLIANT

NOT FIRE CODE 

COMPLIANT

Do fire exit doors 

swing in the direction 

of egress travel?

Is occupancy 

less than 50?
YESNO

FOUR EXITS ARE 

REQUIRED

THREE EXITS ARE 

REQUIRED

TWO EXITS ARE 

REQUIRED

REDUCE TRAVEL 

DISTANCE

Is the space 

sprinklered?

Is the space 

sprinklered?

NOT FIRE CODE 

COMPLIANT

RELOCATE 

EXIT

REPURPOSE 

ROOM

FIRE CODE 

COMPLIANT

NOT FIRE CODE 

COMPLIANT

NOT FIRE CODE 

COMPLIANT

NOT FIRE CODE 

COMPLIANT

NOT FIRE CODE 

COMPLIANT

RELOCATE EXITS TO INCREASE 

DISTANCE OR REDUCE 

LONGEST DIAGONAL

SEPARATE SPACE INTO TWO 

SUITES WITH DEMISING WALL 

RATED ACCORDING TO BUILDING 

CODE REQUIREMENTS

RELOCATE EXITS TO INCREASE 

DISTANCE OR REDUCE 

LONGEST DIAGONAL

Is occupancy 

less than 50?

REDUCE DEAD END 

DISTANCE

FIRE CODE 

COMPLIANT

FIRE CODE 

COMPLIANT

FIRE CODE 

COMPLIANT

WHEN IS MORE THAN ONE EXIT REQUIRED?
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 AMB Architects was founded in 2005 

by Alyse Makarewicz and Michael Boykin.  The 

firm specializes in the planning, design, and 

architecture of commercial interiors.  AMB 

Architects has state and local certifications as 

a small Women Owned Business.  Our team of 

professionals has been developing award winning 

designs and providing excellent customer service 

for over a decade.

 Our design team works with a varied 

client portfolio that includes landlords, major 

corporations, retail franchises, private doctor’s 

clinics, small corporate offices, and large scale 

medical facilities.  This experience in a wide range 

of fields provides an extensive knowledge base 

to reference when approaching the challenges of 

design.

 With each client, we tailor our services to 

meet their specialized needs.  Available services 

address every aspect of the project’s design, 

including custom cabinetry, specialty finishes, 

graphic design elements, art consultation, and 

furniture selection.  Every design is developed to 

provide the Client with an efficient, attractive space 

that best represents their company within a given 

budget.

 Our firm approaches each project with the 

philosophy that great design begins with an open 

line of communication between the client and the 

design team.  Our project managers strive to develop 

a working relationship with each Client.  Open 

collaboration allows every member of the project 

team to stay involved and up to date as the project 

develops.  This guarantees that each project meets a 

Client’s needs while improving the design, efficiency, 

and appearance of the space.

 An extensive knowledge base, specialized 

services, and focus on collaboration all work together 

to allow AMB Architects to provide every client with a 

well-designed budget conscious project.

ABOUT AMB ARCHITECTS

POSITIVE CHANGE 

THROUGH DESIGN
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